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Dear Friends of Mt. Carmel Hermitage, 

It is almost two years since I have moved into the new hermitage here and it 

has been such a blessing and a gift that I continue to praise God for it.  As 

the scripture I chose for my profession of vows says: “I will allure her; I 

will lead her into the desert and there I will speak to her heart.” (Hos. 

2:16)  

This last year volunteers gave of their time and expertise to work on the 
house to make it more air-tight, and having just put up a snow fence along 
the driveway I now feel ready for winter! My prayer for you is that the Lord 
will bless each of you with a safe and healthy winter and reward you for 
your love and support . The Holy Mass is celebrated each month for you and 
all your hearts’ intentions. God knows what they are of course, but you are 
welcome to send in your prayer petitions so as to unite in prayer. Of course, 
we are all praying for our persecuted Christian brothers and sisters in other 
lands. 

Christmas craft fairs 
Besides sewing vestments, one way that I support myself is to make and sell 

notecards, art, prints and especially Christmas cards. I will have a table to 

sell these and other handcrafts such as table runners, tote bags, “heat pacs”, 

at the following places noted in the sidebar.    However, you are also 

invited to the opening reception for the art show, of which I am one of the 

featured artists, at the artZ Gallery in Amery, WI. This will be held on 

November 13, a Friday evening from 5-8. The artists will be available 

to meet and 

you can vote 

on the 

“Crashing 

Colors” 

exhibit as 

well. See my 

website for 

more details 

on the 

Exhibition 

page.  
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Newest Christmas Card available: 

www.hermitagearts.com 

St. Joseph Catholic Church 

Amery, : Saturday, Nov. 14, 

9 am to 2 pm 

Our Lady of the Lakes, Balsam 

Lake: Saturday, Nov. 28, from 

10-2pm 

 St. John’s Catholic church, 

Rochester, MN : 

Dec. 5-6 after all the Masses 

Fall 2015 



 

People are always so curious about the vows that religious people take! 

What is the essence of the three main vows ? According to Dom Jacques 

Winandy, OSB, OBEDIENCE is the disposition to yield easily to others; to 

serve humbly by obeying  one’s rule of life and superior. As Jesus said, “My 

food is to do the will of the one who sent me “. POVERTY is to reduce one’s 

needs to a minimum, to leave aside everything superfluous, and to accept 

privations with joy so as to serve with freedom. CHASTITY is to become 

detached from all earthly affections, even legitimate ones, so as to allow the 

love of God to reign in our hearts. “You shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and all your soul and with all your strength.” 

These are ways of practicing virtue and bringing us close to God and can be 

done by those living within a Religious Community or in the solitary life of prayer as a consecrated hermit, but can be 

the model for every Christian. “We are called to know and show that God is able to fill our hearts to the brim with 

happiness; that we need not seek our happiness elsewhere; that the authentic fraternity found in our communities 

increases our joy; and that our total self-giving in 

service ...brings us life-long personal fulfilment. 

“ (Pope Francis letter to Consecrated Persons) 

Pray for us as we pray for you! Pray for people to 

answer the call to follow Jesus Christ in religious life! 

With gratitude to God for this year of blessings, and 

for a blessed Thanksgiving to all! 

Sr. Kristine Haugen, ocdh 

“God is able to fill our hearts to the brim with happiness”   -Pope Francis 

 

Chapel of Divine Mercy 

Year of Consecrated Life: 
ending on the Feast of the 

At long last, the rustic 
timber frame Chapel  
which was given to the 
Hermits of St. Mary in 
Houston, MN was re -
dedicated last May. It 
was renamed as the 
Chapel of Divine 
Mercy, for soon the 
Church will be 
beginning a special 

Holy Year of Mercy . Pope Francis an-
nounced an extraordinary jubilee, begin-
ning  Dec. 8th, to highlight the Catholic 
Church's "mission to be a witness of 
mercy." "No one can be excluded from 
God's mercy," the pope said. 

Bishop John Quinn of the Winona 

Diocese  celebrated the dedication Mass 

which included the anointing of the 

altar. The chapel is open to the public for 

private prayer. 
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